Trouble with Spanish Government

" must have been by telling him so, in plain terms I have no
doubt."1

But nobody need have been afraid of him, for his explo-
sions generally ended in a laugh, and were only a means of
relieving a quick working and heavily taxed brain.

On hunting days he was easiest to handle and would stand
" whip in hand ready to start ",2 and quickly dispose of ail
business. But some of the wily ones would track him to
the hunting-field and " get him to answer things in a hasty
way he did not intend, but which they went away and acted
upon. * Oh d - them,5 he said, * I won't speak to them
again when we are hunting/ " *

Lord Wellington had not long returned to Headquarters
when he found his apprehensions concerning the Spanish
Command beginning to be realized, and was soon launched
on a series of protests to the Spanish War Minister which
eventually became monotonous by force of repetition*

For though the Spanish Government had entrusted him
with the chief command of the Spanish army, they behaved
as if the Government, and not Lord Wellington, were Com-
mander-in-Chief. Orders were issued without his know*
ledge, troops were moved unbeknown to him, until neither
Lord Wellington nor the Spanish Generals knew what was
happening in the army. Added to which the Govemme&t
behaved as if an army could live on air, and the subsidies
granted by the British Government for the support of the
Spanish armies were spent on everything rather than the army.

It was an impossible state of affairs and at times Lord Wel-
lington despaired of ever getting the Spanish troops into
condition to pull their weight in the coming campaign :

... I am now sufficiently infbimed [he wrote the Spanish
Minister three months after assuming the command] to be able to assure
your Excellency that there is not a single battalion or sqamdroc m &
situation to take the field ; that there is not in die whole kingdom of

Vd.

pp.